
CALIFORNIA REX;IONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REX;ION

ORDER NO. 86-34

WAS'IE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS
(SI'IE CLEANUP REQUIREMENTS) FOR:

GREAT WES'IERN CHEMICAL COMPANY AND
STINNES-WES'IERN CHEMICAL CORFORATION
MILPITAS
SANTA CIARA COUNTY

The California Regional water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. Great western Chemical Company, hereinafter called a discharger,
operates and owns a chemical packaging and distribution facility at 945
Ames Avenue in the city of Milpitas located in Santa Clara County
(Attachment 1). The previous property owner, western Chemical and
Manufacturing Company, bought the undeveloped land in 1969 and
constructed a chemical repackaging facility on the property. Great
western purchased the facility from Western Chemical Company in
December 1978.

2. Western Chemical Company was acquired by stinnes-western Chemical
Corporation on February 5, 1980 pursuant to a stock purchase agreement.
stinnes-Western, hereinafter also called a discharger, is responsible
for Western Chemical's past activities at the facility.

3. Both dischargers have operated a chemical packaging and distribution
facility on the property which consisted of receiving, repackaging,
distributing, and otherwise handling large volumes of organic solvent
chemical products. Great western continues to conduct these types of
operations at the site.

4. At the request of Regional Board Staff, Great Western has been
performing the technical work necessary to define the extent of organic
solvents present in the groundwater on and off-site; the technical work
completed has been sufficient for partial characterization of the
extent of organic solvent migration.

5. Chemicals historically and currently stored on-site in eight 7500
gallon underground tanks include butyl cellosolve, acetone, methanol,
ethylene glycol, and isopropanol. Since 1970 these tanks have also
been used to store methyl ethyl ketone (MEK), cyclohexanone, and
toluene (for six months in 1982). Chlorinated hydrocarbon solvents
were stored in four above ground 6000 gallon tanks located directly
adjacent to the underground tank farm location. lliese above ground
tanks were removed, one tank in 1984 and the remaining three tanks in
late 1985, by Great Western Chemical. A former employee of Western
Chemical has reported to Stinnes-Western that Western Chemical stored a
chlorinated solvent in one of the underground tanks for a one or two
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